
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



106 



SARATOGA SPRINGS CONFERENCE 



THE WORK OF THE A. L. A. WAR SERVICE COMMITTEE* 
Bt J. I. Wyeb, Jb., Director, New York State TAhrary {Chairman War Service Committee) 



Three documenta just placed In your 
hands emhody the printed report of the 
War Service Committee: The report prop- 
er, to which is added a statement from the 
general director; the report of its Sub- 
committee on Finance, which was in charge 
of the "Million dollar campaign"; and Li- 
brary War Bulletin No. 7, with supplement, 
emanating from the headquarters in Wash- 
ington. These are business documents, 
simple, direct, largely official records and 
papers. The design of the committee In 
submitting them is that they shall embody 
only the facts — matter for your current 
information and for permanent record. No 
attempt is made in these documents to re- 
flect the spirit of the work, to recount its 
privileges, to review Its opportunities, or 
to comment in other than a simple, direct, 
matter-of-fact way upon the work as it has 
developed through the year. 

The purpose of this early printing is to 
save the time of the Conference and to 
furnish opportunity for discussion, based 
upon an advance reading of the reports. 
It may be objected by some that a report, 
distributed at the door as you come into 
the meeting, furnishes but scant opportu- 
nity for advance perusal and for discus- 
sion, but this committee has been report- 
ing to the Association for a year. The 
printed sentences put into your hands this 
morning contain very little that is new to 
you. The information is crystallized here 
for convenience of reference, for consulta- 
tion. The reports that the committee has 
in effect been making are through our pro- 
fessional journals, through the bulletins 
from headquarters throughout the year, 
through the personal knowledge which all 
of us have from assisting in this work, and 
from the divers ways in which we have 
followed it throughout the year. Conse- 



•Stenographlo report of extemporaneous 
address. 



quently, we feel absolved from any delay 
in getting our report to you, because, as 
has just been indicated, the committee has 
been reporting constantly and very fully 
for many months. 

Again, this Is not the usual committee 
report. A committee is usually looked to 
for research work, for extended investiga- 
tion that gathers new facts, that deliber- 
ates upon them, that lays certain conclu- 
sions before the parent body, conclusions 
which up to the time of the committee's 
report were perhaps unknown. Its report 
Is usually looked to, then, as the defini- 
tive statement of new thought or enter- 
prise. You can see in a moment why this 
Is not a customary report. It is not, in a 
sense, the report of the War Service Com- 
mittee at all. That committee takes no 
great credit to itself for results which may 
have followed from its initiative during 
the year. It is not the seven members of 
the War Service Committee that have done 
the hard work this year. It is you, and 
you, and hundreds and thousands that are 
not this morning within reach of my voice, 
that have made the report of the War Serv- 
ice Committee; that have done the work of 
the War Service Committee, of which the 
report is but the pale shadow. The War 
Service Committee has had, by far, the 
easier end of this work, the burden and 
heat of which has been upon its profes- 
sional colleagues throughout the entire 
country. I say work; it Is but a short 
time since this work was but a dream. 
Had anyone said, even the most ardent 
member of the War Service Committee, 
at our Conference at Louisville a year ago, 
that within the next twelve months the 
American Library Association, which had 
never raised $10,000 in its life, would raise 
a million and three-quarters dollars, would 
gather together a library of books nearly 
(Continued on page 182) 



